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Geoscience Australia

Geoscience Australia’s award winning headquarters
Was purpose built in 1996-97 to house first class
scientific facilities including nearly 30 geochemical
laboratories and more than 550 staff. The $85 million
structure was designed to embrace the philosophies
and earth-science culture of its” tenants.

The building design is unconventional. Natural light and
the Earth’s sub-surface heat are used to reduce energy
needs. Stairwells, overhead bridges, walkways and a
pedestrian ‘street’ link the seven split-levels within the
main building.

Designed by Designinc Melbourne and constructed by
Baulderstone Hornibrook, the Geoscience Australia
building won five building awards in 1998. Included

in these awards were the Royal Australian Institute

of Architects Canberra Medallion, Project of the Year

at the Master Builders Excellence in Building Awards
and a Minimal Environmental Impact Award on World
Environment Day.

Photographs provided by Ben Wrigley except for front cover.




A central fEATUIe of the building’s external
design is the sweeping ColorCote® ZRX™ roof.

ColorCote® ZRX™ ‘Dusty Miller” was used to reflect an earthy neutral colour complimentary
with the Australian landscape and to assist the reflection of natural light back into the
building's workspace.

The gently curved roof form symbalises the worn nature of the Australian geological
landscape and in particular the hills surrounding Canberra.

With over 20,000 m2 of ColorCote® used on the main building alone, the ZRX™ premium
paint system was chosen to ensure the roof would maintain its' appearance, form and
function into the future.




— a— -_-__A . ColorCote® is a highly durable product designed to give excellent
; colour retention and high formability at a moderate cost.

ColorCote® is a baked on paint system which has different weathering
characteristics to standard air drying paints. This proven technology
provides resistance to chipping, peeling or cracking and has been
performing in the Australian market for over 20 years.

ColorCote® is suitable for all roofing, cladding, rainwater goods,
fencing, garage door and many other end use applications. ColorCote®
is available in an extensive range of Classic, Designer and Metallic
colours ensuring a solution is available for any Australian landscape.

All ColorCote® product is manufactured to meet the strict Australian
Standards (AS/NZS 2728:1997) and is warranted by Pacific Coilcoaters
(wholly owned by Fletcher Building Limited) for residential buildings,
under normal washed conditions of exposure, for up to 30 years against
perforation as a result of corrosion on roofing in ISO Atmospheric
Classifications 1-3.

ColorCote® is available in over 50 colours which will suit any Australian
design application.
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ColorCote® is distributed throughout Australia by Selection Steel.




